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Xcel hosts public open house to discuss natural gas
line replacement in Maplewood

Starting in May 2019, Xcel Energy will begin replacing a natural gas line in Maplewood for
the Northeast Metro Natural Gas Project. This year’s construction activities will occur
within Century Avenue, from just south of Larpenteur Avenue to County Road B, and
west on County Road B to approximately White Bear Avenue (shown on the map with the
yellow and green lines). Construction will continue through November 2019.

In 2020, project construction will resume with activities taking place from County Road B
and White Bear Avenue to County Road B and Rice Street (shown on the map with the
purple line). Xcel Energy anticipates completing the project by fall 2020.

To provide additional details to the community, Xcel Energy will host a public open house
to answer questions and provide construction information.

Xcel Energy and the City of Maplewood are committed to keeping residents and
businesses informed before and during construction.
Xcel Energy will host a project website, hotline and email
subscription list with regularly provided updates. They
will also distribute mailers and flyers to residences and
businesses near construction work areas. These are just OPEN HOUSE
some of the many communications channels in place to
ensure that the community receives information about
the project. 5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
(open house format)

Wednesday, April 17, 2019

Stay informed:
Website: XcelEnergyNEMetroGasProject.com Maplewood

Email: info@XcelEnergyNEMetroGasProject.com Community Center
Hotline: (833) 676-4369

2100 White Bear Ave.
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MEMBER EXCLUSIVE

AUTO SALE
-

Choose from over 150 high quality, pre-owned
vehicles from our preferred network of dealers.

PREVIEW NIGHT
Friday, May 3rd
6pm - 8pm

THE MAIN EVENT
Saturday, May 4th
9am - 3pm

Trade in the old & drive
home the new.

Take a peek at the vehicles
for sale & get pre-approved
for an auto loan.

Buy a vehicle at our Auto Sale
PLUS and receive a Road Trip Care Package.

Maplewood Branch
1659 Cope Ave East
Maplewood, MN 55109

CITY
COUNTY

(651) 225-2700
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Frequently Called Numbers

City Hall (651) 249-2000

Maplewood Community Center (651) 747-0922

Recreation (651) 249-2120

Public Works (651) 249-2400

Police Non-Emergency (651) 767-0640

Visit the City website at www.maplewoodmn.gov for the
meeting schedule of the City Council, Commissions and Boards.
|
Maplewood recognizes
Ronald Cockriel with Heritage Award

Mr Cockriel (center) was instrumental
preserve Maplewood’s historic and natura
effort to protect the natural wonder and al
He’s also served on numerous boards, con
to research, preservation, education and
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"{[d"¢:7\N 8 TUESDAY EVENING
LEAGUE DOUBLE HEADERS

MAY 14 - JUNE 11

ALL GAMES WILL BE PLAYED AT GOODRICH PARK

€0-REC (MINIMUM OF 4 WOMEN PER TEAM)
GAMES START BETWEEN 6PM - 9PM

PLAYOFFS TAKE PLACE ON JUNE 18. AWARDS ARE
GIVEN T0 THE REGULAR SEASON CHAMP, PLAYOFF
CHAMP, AND PLAYOFF RUNNER-UP.

ALL GAMES WILL BE OFFICIATED.

For more information, visit our website at: www.maplewoodmn.gov/1856/Adult-Kickball-League

How do | register?

By Phone: 651.249.2111

In Person: Maplewood Parks & Rec, 1902 County Road B East
Online: https://apm.activecommunities.com/Maplewoodmn/Home



Finding balance in
the proposed rental
licensing program

By Councilmember Bryan Smith

Regulating commerce is a
balancing act. As a council, we
want to ensure our City is a great
place to live and do business while
not over regulating and creating
unnecessary barriers.

In the past year, we've worked

to eliminate regulations that no longer served their intended
purpose, taking away the fee for coin operated machines and
relaxing the residential alarm permitting process. In other cases,
we have found increased oversight is necessary to solve key
community issues. The latest example is our ongoing effort to
craft a rental licensing program.

The February issue of Maplewood Living featured a story about
the recent initiative. A rental licensing program will give the city
one more tool to ensure rental properties are safe, comfortable,
and well maintained. As someone who recently rented a

home for several years, | find it interesting when talking with
residents about their concerns over increased rental properties
in their neighborhoods. There seems to be a perception that
these properties may not be up to the standards of the rest

of the neighborhood. Additionally, I have also worked with
residents who are renting and are facing serious issues with the
conditions of their homes. In both cases, the city’s ability to step
in and help solve problems is limited, and a licensing program
could serve as a helpful tool toward a positive outcome.

As we consider this program, we need to balance the needs

of homeowners, renters, and property owners. The program
should give homeowners the confidence the city is engaged and
has tools to make sure rental properties are great neighbors.
Renters should be assured rental properties are safe, well
maintained, affordable, and welcomed in the community. Finally,
the program should provide clear expectations to landlords,
holding them accountable when not meeting expectations, and
providing rewards when they are.

There are three areas a program will need to address to

be successful:

1. Public Safety: A small number of Maplewood properties
experience abnormally high rates of police calls. This
licensing program, along with our new Nuisance Call
Ordinance, will provide more tools to encourage these
problem properties to partner with Maplewood Police to
solve these issues.

2. Life Safety: The licensing program will also give the city
better tools and resources to effectively inspect and correct
issues such as inoperative smoke detectors, building code
violations, and other dangerous situations.

3. Quality of Life: Most homeowners and landlords
quickly correct code violations when issued a warning,
Unfortunately, when they choose not to, the judicial process
can take months to resolve the issue. A good rental
licensing program could give the city another resource to
ensure landlords are meeting the expectations set out in
our ordinances.

We've had two listening sessions, largely focused on landlords,
and received great input into how to design this program. | take
their input extremely seriously. We would also like to hear from
more renters.

Like any well-crafted regulation, balance is critical. I am looking
forward to working with homeowners, renters, and landlords

to strike the right balance to meet our goals for this program.

| am committed to not create regulation for the sake of
regulation, and am confident that by listening, remaining flexible,
and getting creative we will be able to work together to find

the right balance. If you have any ideas on how to make the
program successful, please contact me or any of my colleagues
on the council.

Tell Us

What
You Think

Do you rent in Maplewood?

We would like to here from you.

Get engaged and fill out our initial poll by going to:
polco.us/maplewood
or download the Polco mobile app.

maplewoodmn.gov /3



Ramsey County working with Minnesota
Housing to provide affordable first-time
homebuyer loans

By Minnesota Housing

Minnesota Housing announced over $60 million is available to provide
affordable mortgages to first-time homebuyers, including nearly $4
million in funding for Ramsey County homebuyers.

The Minnesota Housing Start Up loan program offers fixed interest rates
and downpayment and closing cost loans up to $15,000 for eligible first-
time homebuyers. Buyers can purchase homes in the 11-county metro
area for up to $328,200, depending on income.

Minnesota Housing is a state agency that provides access to safe and
affordable housing and builds stronger communities across the state.
Minnesota Housing offers purchase, refinance, and home improvement
loans, as well as financing for affordable rental housing throughout the
state.

First-time buyers can get started by visiting mnhousing.gov for a full list
of approved lenders, current interest rates, and program eligibility.
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Minnesota’s Madness: Pothole

s€ason
By Steve Love, Public Works Director

Our Public Works crews hit the streets mid-March for
pothole repair. It’s a tricky strategy this time of year
because we're still in a freeze-thaw cycle which can
mean some of the repairs won't hold and we’ll need to
fix them again.

The city owns two hotboxes that allow us to run two
crews who do the repairs on our 135 miles of streets. It
can be slow going at first. These same crews also have
to respond to localized drainage issues that occur due
to snow melt and rain events. As the weather warms,
and the risk of snow diminishes, we pick up steam.

We understand how frustrating pothole season can
be, but the city is out diligently tackling the worst
problem areas first. If you have an abnormally large
pothole, please let us know.

Prosper at Presentation!

o 4 Star Rated Preschool for 1% -5 y/o’s
e Faith Formation
o High Parent Satisfaction Rating
e Caring & Nurturing Learning Environment
o Financial Aid & Transfer Grants

PRESENTATION
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

PreK-8th Grade School

1695 Kennard St, Mplwd presentationofmaryschool.org




The Gift of Trees

By Ginny Gaynor, Natural Resources Coordinator

I's mid-March and the big old silver
maple out my window is dripping sap -
heralding winter’s surrender to spring. In
a few weeks the tree will shake with the
noisy ruckus of birds and unfurl its leaves
to shade my window. Food. Habitat.
Energy Conservation. These are just
three of the gifts this giant bestows.

Maplewood’s urban forest is made up of
all the trees in the city - trees on both
public and private lands, in yards, on
boulevards, and in natural areas. When
asked what issues are facing Maplewood’s
urban forest, you might answer emerald
ash borer, oak wilt, storm damage, or
buckthorn. And yes, those are all of
concern. But another important factor
that hit home for me recently was
animosity - not everyone likes trees! For
a confirmed tree-lover, this was hard to

get my head around. The complaints |
hear most often are: They are so messy!
They drop fruit or seeds all over my yard.
The leaves from my neighbor’s tree blow
into my yard and | have to rake them!

These can all be true. But there’s a flip
side - the beauty, shade, habitat, yummy
fruit, and the joy of the kids jumping in
piles of fallen leaves. And add to that

all the environmental, health and social
benefits.

Percentage of trees in Maplewood
In 2018, the City conducted a Tree Survey
and Carbon Sequestration Study to
better understand the city’s tree coverage
and to begin to quantify our urban
forest’s environmental benefits. Trees
shade 37 percent of the city. Canopy
cover varies greatly in Maplewood’s 13
neighborhoods, from 28% cover in the
commercial Hazelwood area to about
50% in the more “rural” Highwood and

Carver Ridge neighborhoods. The Twin
Cities metro tree canopy averages 27%.

What a tree canopy does

Trees absorb carbon dioxide from the air,
a greenhouse gas that is contributing to
climate change, and store it as carbon.
Maplewood trees sequester around

32 million pounds of carbon annually.
That’s the equivalent of 6.6% of the
carbon dioxide emitted each year by cars
traveling in Maplewood. The tree canopy
provides an 8.7% reduction in electricity
used for air conditioning annually and

a 26% reduction in natural gas used for
heating annually. These are just a few of
the statistics in the tree canopy report.

Protecting Maplewood’s canopy

Maplewood went from one documented

ash tree with emerald ash borer (EAB)

in May 2017 to over 25 trees with EAB in

April 2018. Most of these were on private

land. Thousands of ash trees in the city
will likely succumb to EAB
and die in the coming years, a
significant loss of the city’s tree
canopy. Now is the time to
start growing that canopy. The
city has a 1:1 goal for replacing
boulevard and park ash trees.
To support tree planting on
private land, City Council
instituted the Maplewood Tree
Sale. Partnering with Tree Trust,
the city is subsidizing the cost
of trees for residents to plant in
their yards.

Sustainable
" MAPLEWOOD

*o
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Cherry! Plum! Serviceberry! Yum!

By Oakley Biesanz, Naturalist

Enjoy a gorgeous spring show. Cherries, plums, and serviceberries all

have appealing blooms in the springtime that pollinators love, and you

will enjoy the delicate scent and beauty of the blossoms too. | planted
serviceberry (a Minnesota native) in my side yard, and every time | walk
down the stairs and look out the window in May, | get a zing of delight
just looking at those beautiful white flowers. In the backyard a cherry tree
with large pink flowers draws compliments from many neighbors.

Then get ready for the joy of picking delicious fruit from your own
backyard, the ultimate in locally grown food! My eleven-year-old especially
enjoys picking serviceberry fruits in June and eating them right off the
tree - and so do the birds. We have been known to have up to two
people and three birds snacking at the same time on one tree.

Now pat your wallet reassuringly! Planting fruit trees is rewarding for
financial reasons too. Fruit trees add to the value of real estate and cut
the costs on your grocery bill. Fresh local fruit costs a lot of money at the
market! Once your trees start producing quantities of fruit, you may even
consider giving special homegrown gifts of fruit to friends, family, and
neighbors, spreading the wealth to the community. They will be pretty
impressed.
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Help grow Maplewood’s urban forest

. Plant a tree this year!

Maplewood Tree Sale!

Just $40/tree Visit: maplewoodmn.gov/treesale
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Can Trees and Urban Forests
Benefit our Health?

By Oakley Biesanz, Naturalist

Spending time near trees or in forests benefits human
health, according to a variety of studies. Here are a few of
those health benefits.

Reduced anxiety, lower blood pressure: Research
has linked lower blood pressure and cortisol levels - a
stress hormone - to exposure to forests and trees.
According to a recent National Institute of Health study,
“contact with real or simulated green settings as opposed
to [manmade] settings has positive effects on mood,
self-esteem and self-reported feelings of stress and
depression.”

Faster Healing: Several hospital studies have found a
window view of a tree can lessen the amount of time
spent healing from surgery.

Air Pollution Filter: Tree leaves absorb smog,
particulates, and many other pollutants, which can cause
respiratory illnesses. The US Forest Service scientists

and collaborators calculated that trees prevent 670,000
incidences of acute respiratory symptoms each year in the
US, and prevented 850 deaths from those incidents.

Heat Stroke Protection: Trees provide a cooling
effect in the summer of 2-4 degrees Fahrenheit, says Rob
McDonald, lead scientist for global cities at the Nature
Conservancy. In a heat wave, that can be the difference
that leads to heat stroke, especially for the elderly.

Come Live in My Tree

By Ann Hutchinson, Lead Naturalist

Trees and insects have a long history together. Just like in a good
marriage, each has adjusted to the other’s needs and quirks, and
learned to live and thrive together. Trees native to Minnesota or
North America have evolved with certain species of bugs. The trees
have developed defense mechanisms that keep insect damage to a
minimum. But our native trees don’t necessarily have defenses for
bugs from other parts of the world. Emerald ash borer, for example,
is from Asia where it does minimal damage to ash trees. In North
America, the ash trees cannot survive it. Most insect guests do
minimal damage to trees while providing an abundance of food for
songbirds.

One of the nation’s leading researchers and authors on this issue,
Doug Tallamy, advocates for planting native trees instead of exotic
trees from other countries because they can host dozens if not
hundreds of species of insect life.

Here’s one example. Caterpillars - the larvae stage of moths, some
flies and butterflies - contain fats and proteins that make them a rich
and sought-after food source for songbirds, both seed and insect
eaters. According to Tallamy, 96% of terrestrial birds feed insects to
their young. Tallamy observed and counted at least 6,000 caterpillars
collected and brought to chickadee nestlings over an 18-day period.

In our area, native willow, cherry, birch and oak make up the keystone
genera - the trees that host the highest number of species of moths
and butterflies. Tallamy’s website Bringing Nature Home features a Na-
tive Plant Finder that lists species appropriate for your area. It also lists
and shows pictures of the moths and butterflies that depend on them.

But wait, aren’t there enough native trees in our parks and open
spaces? Why should a private landowner need to do anything? The
fact is our native pollinators and insects are disappearing. About
60% of land in the United States is privately owned. Planting just one
tree native to the area can make a huge impact towards sustaining
biodiversity.

How do you find native trees to purchase? The city is offering both
native and non-native trees at the Maplewood Tree Sale this year.

For more choices, seek out a nursery specializing in o CO”SU%

'O

native plants. Growing your own from seed isalsoan =
. . . = (9}
option. Thanks to a squirrel or blue jay, a volunteer ~ § )
A A 5 2
red oak in my yard grew to 7 feet in 3 years - free of S
% 3
cost and no effort! 4 ?
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Fruittul Tree Matelhl

Squeaky Squirrel says “Draw a line to match the tree leaves,
flowers and fruit of my favorite food trees!”

By Carole Gernes, Naturalist

Maple
1. P
D.
A.
B.
2 Oak E
C.
3, F
Leaves Flowers Fruits

Q-7-2 ‘4-1-9 ‘3-€-V :ssamsuy
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Maplewood

Spring Clean Up

Saturday, May 11, 2019
8 AM -1 PM

Aldrich Arena (1850 White Bear Avenue)

Properly dispose of and recycle items that are not typically
accepted through your curbside trash and recycling service.
Items accepted for a reduced fee or for free include:

o appliances o electronics
o bulky metals o tires
e carpet o bicycles

o small engines household hazardous waste

o document shredding

» furniture (including mattresses and box springs) Love Where You Live!
[ ]

Vehicle Loads
L RN Bring in

o Pick-Up Truck $25.00 §1i:sla§f(0)r6

o 4 x8 Trailer $30.00 VESNE

o Car $20.00 Special!*

o MiniVan $25.00

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care
BUIk |temS (in addition to load charge) ¢ g .g. . J
1& 2 Bedroom Apartments ¢ Dining Options
TR e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e In Apart t Laundry e Und d Heated Parki
Appliances Giees n Apartment Laundry e Underground Heated Parking
° Ipp ’ Individualize Services to Fit Your Needs
Electronics (w/screen 15.00

- i (v ) %15 Call (651) 770-4028 to schedule a tour today!

o Tires/Rims $5.00

o Mattresses/box springs  $20.00 Polar Ridge

SENIOR LIVING
For a full list of items accepted and fees, visit maplewoodmn.gov/ ..because the journey matters
cleanups or contact Shann Finwall, Environmental Planner, at (651) *Call for details. Offer expires 6/1/2019.

249-2304 or shann.finwall@maplewoodmn.gov.
2365 Helen Street N « North St. Paul, MN 55109

polarridgeseniorliving.com

Food or cash donations
accepted during the
Spring Clean Up

LR e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e maplewoodmn.gov/5



Cooler play equipment,
expanded space

Check out the new Kids Stuff at
Maplewood YMCA Community Center

To better serve the whole family, Maplewood YMCA Community
Center built an expanded Kids Stuff space. The upgrade provides
more engaging equipment for children between 6 weeks and

10 years old. It features a large play structure for them to crawl,
climb, and slide. A more infant- and toddler-friendly space has
been created, with more areas for toys, crafts and staff to keep
them busy. At 1560 sq. ft,, it’s more than four times bigger than
the old space.

The YMCA has a great pool, and a wonderful gym, but was
missing options in that early elementary school age range. It’s
great for a parent to know their child will have a fun, engaging
time while they work out.

Over the last two years we've upgraded our cardio equipment,
expanded studio space, renovated the family locker room,
installed new carpet and painted. We continue evaluating the
branch’s needs for future improvements.

It's important the Maplewood YMCA Community Center stay
relevant as other facilities improve. Maplewood is an aging
community, but we’re noticing many younger families are
moving in because of Maplewood’s wonderful opportunities
and quality of life. As a community leader, it is essential that we
serve all.

HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 9 AM-1:30PM, 4-8pm
Friday: 9am-1:30pm, 4-7pm

Saturday: 8:30am-1pm

Sunday: 1:30pm-5:30pm
*2-hour max stay

6 / April 2019

Bean Bag Toss League

At Four Seasons Park ¢ 1685 Gervais

Grab a partner and join other teams in throwing some bags in
a fun bags league. Games are played outdoors at Four Seasons
Park. Teams consist of 2 players and each week teams will play a
match consisting of 3 games. Games times, 6:30pm - 8:30pm.
League champions will receive champion tshirts.

TUESDAYS ¢ 6:30PM - 8:30PM

Competitive ¢ Players regularly get 1 bag in the hole per 4 throws
Recreational  Players do not regularly get 1 bag in the hole per 4 throws

( Spring Session: May 7 - June 25 < Register by April 29 ]

[ Summer Session: July 23 - Sept. 10 ¢ Register by July 15 J

[COST: $60/team/sessionJ

How To Register:
In Person: Maplewood Parks & Rec; 1902 County Rd B East

By Phone: 651.249.2111
Online: https://apm.activecommunities.com/Maplewoodmn/Home
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S T— Easter Egg Hunt

Ages 3-8 Edgerton Community Gym 1929 Edgerton St

. Xcel Energy Open House
sooromm SATURDAY, APRIL 20

Battle of the Badges Blood Drive PREHUNT ACTIVITIES ¢ 10:00AM
April 18 1522 Clarence Street HUNT: AGES 3-5 * 11:00AM AGES 6-8 * 11:30AM
1:00 - 7:00 pm The morning features:

Breakfast treats & Bounce castle
Easter Egg Hunt .
A g0 Colorful crafts ¥ Goodie bags
Edgerton Community Center . .
available for children under two
Starts at 10:00 AM .
& Easter Bunny visit

April 27 \lj\/a;l:esﬂ(e:lldezgrrp Children }Ni” hunt for wrappgd candy
800 - 10:060 AM and plastic eggs, some of which may
be redeemed for great prizes.

Tree-mefldous Arbor Day If there’s inclement weather, treat

May 4 Celebration bags will be given away at 11:00AM at the
Maplewood Nature Center Edgerton Community Gym.
1.00PM - 3:00 PM
Spring Clean Up Day

May 11 Aldrich Arena
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM (- QCA NN PER 11

Go to MaplewoodMN.gov.

How do | register?
Call: 651.249.21m

Our home page calendar has details Online: apm.activecommunities.com/maplewoodmn/Home

on upcoming events. In Person: Maplewood Parks & Rec @ 1902 County Road B East




